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| Written by the late - 


Rex: Mr. P EARSALL, 
Of 7 aum, in the County of de, 


Addreſſed to the Church of Chriſt, 
under his Paſtoral Care: : 


5 bis PPS Advice to the fad Es, 
Church, which, agreeable to his Inten- 
s read to e ſoon after his 5 


tion, was 

Deceaſe, 
And is now. 7 made publick for 1 more 6 
E general Benefit, 1 
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785 far you u duell Upon my Heart, 
155 — only 7 who 9 it; Neg 
truſt T may fay, ye are Witn +2 
KILK | and God af, ie have a real and 
lively Concern for you, eſpecially for that 
| Proſperity of yours, which is moſt important 
in itſelf, and which it is peculiarly m las 
vince to promote: ; that you may, as a 
be a flouriſhing Society, a Nurſery fot Ha 
ven, a Name and a Praiſe unto the Lord in 
the 5 that your reſpective Perſons may 
rok in the i Favours of the Moſt High; 
ur Bockes may be in Health, as far as 
che che Wildon of your heavenly Father ſees con- 
ſiſtent with Soul · Proſperity; that your Trade 
may flouriſh, that Riches | ma ieee! that 
Peace may be within your Walls, thoſe of your 
Town, your own Houſes, your Bethel; that 
all thoſe Bleſſings may be beſtow d upon you, 


which are contain'd in the Preſence of God, and 
are experienced by that Goſpel Church which 
ſhalt be called Jebovab Shamah, becauſe the 
Lord is there. 

It is now many Years ſince I firſt ſaw your 
Face, and you firſt heard my Voice. Through 
A 2 the 
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the Courſe of theſe Yeats E Have reteived may 
Favours from you, for which I return you my 
ſincere Thanks. As the Time now approaches 
in which we ſhall neither ſee nor = each 
other, no more. have. Communion with one a- 
nother, either in a way of common Friendhip, 
or in the Duties of Religion, it is my Deſire, 
either to take a ſolemn Faręwel, er leave this 
dying Teſtimonial behind me, of my Loy 

u Tak Longings after — We Lg de 


& } > 


treating that he, he can. o praſper and o 


creaſe a Handful of Corn upon the Top of 


a Mountain, as that the Fruit thereof ſhall 


ſhake as Lebanon, would cauſe this Attempt to 
anſwer it's Purpoſe, that it may be favingly 
: Js 6 riends, I have preach'd. living, 8 
reach dying: From the Pulpit the Sound 
bath gone forth to your Ears at leaſt; it now 
from the Chamber, the Cloſet, the Bed, the 
ſame Sound is repeated, imagine the Reaſon 
is, 1 would prevail; 1 am to be inſtant in Sea- 


- ſon and out of Seaſon, and I hope the Circum- 


ſtances attending my preſent Writing may be 
ſtrongly argumentative, that you may think 
me in Earneſt, as indeed I am, and may ap- 
ROC OTE. en ö 
The preſent is to me a Seaſon of Reflection, 
how, in what manner, I have exerciſed my Mi- 
niſtry, and to what Purpoſe. And I intreat 
moſt ſeriouſly and affectionately, that it may 
be to you, and every. of you, a Sealon of due 
Confideration, how, you have ren 
ut WE >, 1 \ . or 


63 0* 
For want of ſach an Employment of (as 
rational Powers, Miſtakes are not only made, 
bat perſiſted; in z Perſons! and Profeſſors ana 
go on dreaming away Life, and the Means of 
—— till the light is extinguiſhed, the Days 
of Darkneſs take place, and their everlaſting 
State is determined, and perhaps the Flames of 
Tapbet rouze them, only to fee that their Caſe 
is as delperate as it was before deplorable: 
Ged foxbid this ſhould he the Condition of 
any of you; and that it may not, hearken ta 
my Bowels which are now ſounding towards 
you; hearken to the Words of Truth and So- 
berneſs; hearken to the Breathings, the Soli- 
citations, of teal and tendet Friendſhip ; hearken 
to one that may ſpeak no more; Wan 
me. that God may hearken unto you. 
Would you. know my Heart without Dic. 
guiſe, while in the views of Death, 
— Eternity ? I hook back upon my ſormer 
— J will tell you moſt feriouſly, that as 
y preaching among y Mas extracted from 
bs ever bleſſed Goſpel, and I not dawbed with 
untempered Mortar, ſo I now ſtand to the 
Doctrines I fo oſten delivered, and make them 
the Baſis of my Hope, and humble Confidence 
in a fainting, dying Seafan. I know in the 
preſent Day many Sentiments are | propagated 
diametrically oppoſite to each other; and per- 
haps on the one Side and the other there may 
be Zeal; I am ſure another Day will infallibl 
declare what is genuine Golpel ; every — 
will be manifeſt, for it ſhall be as Meral 15 
veal 
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vealed by Fe. Now I can't come to 

upon this Head from the other Side of Death; 
but as near as I am to it, my Perſuaſion dees 
not abate ; oa the more near, the more diſ- 
tinct and awful vigws I take of the future Scene, 
the more ſuitable 1 I ke theſe Doctrines, which 
are peculiar to the Goſpel, to be to the Nature 


of God, the Wants of my youry and necellicy” 


to every fallen Creature. 

It was alway my Concern to call no Man 
Father. or Maſler on Earth. I paid indeed, a 
Reſpect to good Men, ſo as not wantonly to 
differ from them; z alſo a Reſpect to the Foot - 
ſteps of the Flock, ſo as not cauſeleſsly to de- 
viate from them; and it was one Part of my 
Satis faktion, that my Sentiments in Divinity 
coincided nearly: with thoſe that I thought were 
the moſt holy, and had moſt of the Spirit of 
God: but I ders paid that Defference to Di- 
vines, or an Aſſembly of Divines, as to take 
any thing on their Words. I carried all to the 
Law and to the Teſtimony y, as to a Touch- 
ſtone, and called 3 Gold, nothing truly 
valuable, but as agreeable to the Scriptures of 
Truth, and had a a vine Stamp on it. I now 
(as far as I can) confirm what I have before 
preached ; and would in the moſt ſerious Man- 
ner, as a dying Man and Miniſter, recommend 
the bleſſed Goſpel, and all that Syſtem of ſacred 
Truths that runs through it. Think of no 
Juſtiſication but what is to be had through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, accepted by the peni- 
tent Soul in a Way of humble F aith. In every 

; Kind 
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or actual, 


| (7) | 
Kind of A to God, whether habitual 
cek Acceptance in the Beloved. 

Let him be your Mediator and High, Prieſt, 
by whom you preſent yourſelves firſt, 15 then 
your various Sacrifices to the Lord of all, and 


think. that he could be Prieſt only as he was 


is God incarnate. As I always maintained 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, and preached to 
you as to Perſons that needed a regenerating 
Spirit, ſo I verily. believe, not only from-the 
Declargtions of our bleſſed Redeemer, but from 
the Corruption of Man's Heart, from the Na- 
ture of Sin as the Soul's Pollution, compared 
with the Purity of the divine Nature, and of 
the heavenly World which are all Purity, that 
verily, except a Man be born again he cannot 
ſee the Kingdom of Heaven. As I alway ent 
deavoured to carry you off from Self. ſeabing 
and Self. dependance to God and his Glory, that 
you might not imagine you were your QWn, 
and might act as you pleas'd, and that you 


could be bleſſed only in the divine Favour. and 


Smiles, as I often inſiſted on the Mediation of 
Chriſt and your onenefs with him in the way 
of Faith, in order to your Union with God 
and Felicity in him; and with all this, the 
Neceſſity of the Spirit of Holineſs to create you 


anew, and preſerve you fafe unto the heavenly 
Kingdom. I appeal to you, whether I have 
not made ſuch Points as theſe, Capital; whe- 
ther they have not been as Bread and Salt at our 
Tables, attending our daily Food ; whether 


ey have not run through my Miniſtry ; in- 
timately 
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Miniſtry been never ſo far protracted, I. 
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tmately commingling themſelves” with 111 
Rilt think I ſhould have done ſo; and had my 


Gatisfied T-ſhould have perfever'd in this Scheme 
of Doctrine; building on this Foundation Hut 
Wood, Hay, Stubble of vain Confidence, ill 
Founded Hopes, carnal Liberties; Pride and 
Hypocriſy ; but Gold, Silver, precious Stones, 
the ing Graces and ſpiritual Duties of vital 
Chriſtianity, with a Waiting on the Lord in tlie 
Way chat he hath preſeribed, that in alt he 
may be glorifted, and we may (receive living 
Water through thoſe Pipes of Conveyance from 


the-Grand- Reſervoir, in which it hath pleaſed 


che Father that all Fulneſs ſhotild dwell. As 
Fai not preach Chriſtianity to conſiſt in A 
lifelefs"Profeon, ſo I pteſs'd it often” on your 

Oonſciences; that you ſhould ſee to it, that 
chere Was à real Union between Chriſt and you, 
and that it be ſuch a Joining yourſelyes to the 
Lord, as is productive of real Diſcipleſkip, | 
and ſo you follow the Lord in the Way of uni 


verſal Holineſs. 


In ſhort, Lam erſuacked my Sbeme was) 1800 
1 mean Evangelical; and that jit tended in afl it's 
Lines to that one grand Centre, the Glory of God, 
as holy, juſt and good; the Advancement of 
Chriſt's Honour, in his Perſon, Power, Love, 
Merit, and F aithfulneſs; the Honour of the bleſſ- 
ed Spirit, and the Holineſs, Safety, Comfort and 
Felicity of God's People here and hereafter, 
I have only to regret it, my Friends, that I 
treated theſe Things no more in a Way ſuita- 


SHALHTS g ble 


e to their moſt. Ace Nature and Dignity. 


the Golpel, adhere, to, them, 


| reſt out of their Hands, as if the Faith 
delivered to ibe Saints were not to be contended 
For; and partly, that I may uſe, my beſt En- : 


aſe, 


deavour, that you may be able, after my Dece 


to wr 
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io have theſe Things in Remembrancte. | 
But take Care, Sirs, I intreat, nay conjure - | 


d An ©wfn TO Fay” js. F FO WY Hy 


you, that you do not bald the Truth in Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. Maintain the Truth by all proper 
. Means. Buy it, but {ell it not.  Goſpel- 
. Truth is r Pg it's Subject moſt ex- 
: cellent, it's Tendency moſt momentous, , and 
, therefore keep it as a Jewel in your Cabinet, 
's and when - Robbers, dextrous or violent are 
, abroad, often exam ine it; keep it as the Trea- 
ff ſure of a Kingdom in a Garrilon-Town or Ci- 
, tadel, and mingle your Courage with Meck- 
I. neſs of Wiſdom. And yet, my dear Friends, 
d | ſtop not here. Be orthodox, and yet more 
f. than orthodox; or in the Apoſtle's Words, 
I not. only approve things that are excellent, but 
1 ſee to it, that ye are /incere and without Offence 
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(10). = 
till the Day F Chriſt, being filled with they 
Fruits of Ri gbreouſneſs, which are by Tefus Chriſt 
to the Praiſe and Glory of God.” I w uld that 
ye Band faſt in one Spirit, with one Mind, friv- 
ing together far the Faith of the Goſpel; and yet 
at the ſame Time let your Converſation be as it 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. Let none among 

you be ſatisfied with any thing ſhort of the 


grea Subj ects of Revelation, BA brought 


ome to the Heart and made etergetie there. 
The Goſpel is a Doctrine according to Godliheſt, 
the Tendency of the whole is, that Gbd may 
be glorified as a holy God, while his Mercy is 


diſplay'd in the moſt illuſtribus Way; and that 


as in a Glaſs may be ſeen, Man Feſtored not 


only to the Favour but the 1a rage of of God, and 


meetned for the Enjoyment of him, by & ſanZify- 
ing Spirit, while by the Merit of Chriſt's Death, 
Juſtice is ſatisfied. It is then that you put a 
Value upon Chriſt, when you receive him as 


he is offer'd; when you fly to him as your 
hiding Place, bow 60 him as your Sovereign, 


and place him on the Throne of the whole 
Man. A Title geen him without correſpondent 


Reſpect, a Profeſſion of Regard without a Re- 
ality; nay ſome Eſteem, while his Competitors 


and Oppoſites are advanced to the uppermoſt 


Room in Jour Soiils, will never paſs with that 


ESUS, Who has Bes lite @ Flame of Fire to 


Aer and diſting uiſn; who, though ſo meek 
as to be termed W Tab, ſo tender 45 to ſuſtain 


the Relation of a Sbepberd, yet has a Jealouſy 


— with his Gentleneſs, and will awfully 


reſent 
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| 33 (11) 
reſent : the Behaviour of thoſe, who call him 


their Lord, and yet are Servants to their Luſts, 


and bowing down to the Fleſh and the World: 
Who profeſs to be joined to him in a Marriage 
Covenant, and call him their heavenly Bride- 


groom, and yet embrace the Boſom of Stran- 


gers. My dear -Neighbours, a Name to live 
without genuine Life is not only not produc- 
tive of ſaving Profit, but may be a Snare to 
you, cauſing you to imagine you have what 
you really have not, and ſo make you Proof 
againſt, Conviction ; the Conſequence of this 
may be, you will imagine you are rich and in- 
creaſed with Goods, when God knows yau. 
have only the Gounterfeit,, not the Jemel. You 
are building high, but have you laid the Foun- 
dation? Tou are aſſuming to yourfelyes the 
Privileges. of Chriſt's Kingdom and Friends: 
hut if you are not really tranſlated out of the 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, it is as much Preſump- 
tion, and as great Abſurdity, as for the Slaves 
oh Turkey to dream that they are intereſted in 
the Immuniries of the Citizens of London. The 
Scribes and Phariſees, as building upon a falſe 
Bottom, were not only in an unſafe State, but 


miſtakidg. Appearances for Realities, were fur- 


ther. off the Kingdom of Heaven than the Pub- 


licans and Harlots. Oh Sirs l there are Thoue 


ſands in Chriſt's Schaal that carry their Book in 
their: Mland, and commead the Lecture, and 


yet have never learnt the Leſſon of Self: denial 
Which he teaches, and neyer took up their 


Croſs, to bear 1 him. And Thouſagds 
238716 ts 
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more, that are {far itmpreſs'd by the Goſpel, 
as to be reformed, and yet never renewed in 
the Spirit of their Minds, they become, by. 
their foetal-Virtues, excellent Members of civil 

Society, and help to keep others Th ſome order, 
and yet hever felt irs ſanctifying and transform 
ing Power; and never did lo thoroughly be- 
lieve it as thereby to direct their Choice and 
habitual- Nadia towards: God and Shin 

Holineſs and Goty. 0 HOY nl ue 

Have I often Ad- ſeriouſly” Eaurionied: you 
againſt reſting in any thing ſhort of true Chriſt- 
ianity? What has been the Effect? I humbly! 
weſt. many of- you have been caution'd indeed 
andleffectually guarded againſt ſoul-eſtroying 
Deceptions 1 My dying Requeſt is, that none 


* that have heard the joyful Sound from my 


Mouth, may be deaf to the ſaving Influences 
of it upon the Heart; that as Sin is repreſented 
in the moſt malignant Light, while you behold 
it: diſhonoring God's Holineſs, Law and G- 
vernthent;”crucitying the Son of God: pollut - 
ing Goch's fair Workmanſhip,” enſlaving the 
hüman Nature, and "condemning the Sinner to 
the moſt dreadful and everlaſting Burnings, 
you may really abhor it, may renounce it, may 
proclaim War againſt it, and never more may 
hold any Correſpondence with ĩt. But ſhould 
you jo Sh give it ſome hard Naimes or wath: 
your Hands from it by external Reformation, 
while your Hearts continue in Love with it, 
and holding a real though inward Communion 
wich irs the facred End of the Goſpel's being 

preached 
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(133) 
preached is not enſweredʒ your Hearts are not 
right with God; you are (with Simon Magus). 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity ʒ 
and 1 ad viſe you, with; the, Apoſtle Beter, ta 
fet yourſelves 40 the Wark 0 of; Repantauce. 


Doctrines of the Atonement, ;the.. Riches oh; 
Grace, the Freeneſs of the Promiſes, and ſuch. 
like melliuous Points; if you dare to make; 
them Arguments againſt Holineſs, you dread- 
fully pervert them. Nay, if they do not oper 
rate ſo as to produce Holineſs, if in: the Sur: 
vey of them you are not engaged to clegyſe 
yourſebves from all-Filthineſs, of Fleſh aud Spirit, 
and ta be labouring' after a Perfection of Holineſs 
in the; Fear-af- God, if you do not die to Sin 
with a dying Chriſty pee riſe unta Ryghteouſ-: 
neſs with 40165 gChrift,! and are not conſtrained, 
to live unto biwitth died far yau and roſe Kau- 1 
you are not implanted in him aright. 75 
To be delivered from the Curie of the 1 
is a moſt ineſtimable Erivilege, andi to behold 
Jeſus bearing that{Cunſe- in this; Sorrows unte 
Death, is as important and glorious a Subject, 
of Contemplation: as isl paſſible; an incarnate; 
God dying, our Surety paying the dreadful 
Debt, the tremendous Juſtice of God Almighty 
ſatisfied; and ſheathing its flaming Sword, the 
wrathful Thrond of an affronted: Deity Mrink- 
led and turn di into a Mercy Seat} are Subjects 
fit for An gels themſelves to gaze upon and ad- 
mire; ol ever remember, he came to: laye. 
** is 
1 © 3 tek © Þ 2 Cor. v. 14 and n;. 
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his People from their Lins, e · to deliver them: from 
their ſpiritual Enemies, that" they might ſerve: him 
in Righteoufneſs and Holintſs 4. be Days , their 
Bie, to recbver Rebels not only to the Fa- 
vour of their Prince; but with it * a Temper 
of Obedience atid Subjectian; that as he laid 
the Foundation cor*'bothi at the ſame Time, 
ard by the ſame'Tranſattion, ſo all who would 


have an Intereſt in bim muſt ſeek both together 


from him. As thoſe who MWant one want both, 
fo thoſe that ſeck and obtain one, do both. 
They are Twins, diſtinct but never ſeparated 3 


they go and come together and their Contra- 


ries; as Light and Warmth by the Preſence of 
che Sun; as Darkneſs and Cold by it's Abſence. 
If the power of Sin in you was never broken, 
it's Guile was neyer removed if you are not 
renovated to bear the Image of God in Holi 
neſs, you have him not reconciled. to you nor 
are you intereſted in his paternal Smiles. For- 
give me, my Friends, it a little prolix on this 
Point; it is a capital one; I can't enough preſs 
ir. I fail in- — other Reſpect, if I' ean't 
prevail here. Every Architect, though he 
flights no Part of his Building, is doubly at- 
tentive when laying the Foundation. 
Remember that I, who often met you befare 
the Lord in the Duties of his Worlkip,: hall 
meet yu oncel more before him at the great 
Audit Day. How Þ have preached, and how 
you have believed, will then appear. Next to 
my own Faithfulneſs diſeover d. and Wr 


by 


* Matt. i. 21. Lule i. 74 and 75. 
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T in treat 'F may fee you to my 
Saristadtion. © ' I' would therefore fay 
to yo wirli the great 2 Work out your 
own Salvation with Fear"and Tremibling ; ; foe 
that you be blameleſs and harmleſs, the Sons 
of God, without Rebuke ; hold forth the Word 
of Life (even in your Temper and Converfa- 
tion) that I may rejoice in the Day of Chriſt, 
that I have not run in vain, neither labour d 
in vain: To be able to appeal to the Heart- 
ſearching Jeſus, that I was diligent to diſcharge 
my Truſt, and careful to keep back nothing 
of his Counſel that was given me in Charge ; 
and then to preſent a large Number of Perſons, 
ſome hew-born, ſome cheriſhed under the 
Wings of my Miniſtry ; ſome perhaps RY 
vinced before I ſaw 1 and e 
verted under my Inſtrumentality; — — 
that were awakened by my Words, and left in 
a ul Way for ſome other honoured Perſon 
to gather effectually to Shilob, will be a moſt 
glorious Event; pleaſing to Jesvs himſelf, as 
he will hereby ſee of the Travel of his Soul in 
a fair and multiplied Offspring ; then to -you 
who will be the Objects of his Smiles, and to 
whom his Mouth -and Arms will be opened 
nor ſhall I-then'be excluded the Joyful Congra- 
tulation. 
But on the other Hand, let i it be conſidered 
in Time, ſhould you be found Chriſtleſs and 
Graceleſs, Rebels and 3 Prodigals 


and not returned; ſnhould yqd he found to have 
trampled under Foot eee of the 


by the Judge, 
abundant 


* U 16 9 a 0 
Law, and the Grace of the Goſpel, it had been 
better „ "== It 
how you dons ſeek. after Pardon and Juſtifica- 
tion in the Goſpel way, nothing can be more 
evident than that you muſt, be found under 
Guilt, and all your Guilt upon you. There 
remaineth then no more Sacrifice for Sin. 
Thoſe who then are found Rebels will be treat- 
ed as ſuch and what then muſt be the Lan- 
guage of the affronted Sovereign and avenging 
Judge, but * Thoſe mine Enemies which would 
not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
ac them hither and ſlay them before me.” To 
have deſpiſed Mo/es's Law drew after it a ſore 
and unavoidable Deſtruction ; but to ſin againſt 
a Diſpenſation of ſo. much clearer. Light. a 
Diſpenſation overflowing with Grace; to ſin 
againſt the Intreaties of Mercy, the Solicita- 
tions of the Saviour; to be deaf to all the Ar- 
ments drawn from his Incarnation, Sorrows 
and Death; to kick againſt his Boyels, to 
trample under Foot his Blood, to oppoſe. the 
Stirrings of his Spirit, to deſpiſe his Promiles 
and Threatenings equally, as if the inſignif- 
cant Words of a vain, weak Man, I ſay, to 
be found to have ſinn'd againſt all theſe, as 
containing in it complicated Guilt, muſt draw 
after it complicated Condemnation, While 5 
Perſons are at Eaſe, and; under the Power of a 
- ſtupid Conſcience, theſe Repreſentations may 
be diſregarded; but I ſay again, the Calc of 
ſuch Petſons will be of ail Terribles the moſt 
terrible. Innumerable Circumſtances will crowd 
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in to aggravate, none to extenuate the Guilt of 
-fuch : Innumerable Perſons may plead againſt 
ſuch a one, but no Friend will be found that 

can ſtep in, to drop one Word in Favour bf 
the Prifoner, If any could be ſuppoſed, to in - 
terpoſe, would they nar be tender-hearted Re- 
lations or Miniſters? But Parents and Miniſters 
if they do ſpeak, muſt atteſt the Truth; and 
if the Truth, what muſt it be, but that they 
often ſow'd the Seeds of Inſtruction, and often 
endeavour'd to break the Clods by Exhorta- 
tions, ſtrenuous ' Motives, and tender Perſua- 
tions? That they added Line upon Line, and 
Precept upon Precept, that they wept over 
them, and made Supplications, but their Hearts 
were harder than the nether Millſtone? But 
will this avail any thing? Nay, will it not re- 
dound to your greater Condemnation ? Should 
I then be call'd to repeat over the Sermons 
once heard, but thoughtleſsly deſpiſed, or flatly 
rejected, and Conſcience and the Judge beat 

their joint Teſtimony to the Truth of what is 

Alledg'd, your Infatuation will be more clearly 
evinced, and your Condemnation be more ter- 
tible. But bleſſed thoſe, who having given 
the Goſpel, and the Jeſus there proclaimed, 
an affectionate Entertainment, ſhall find it to 
be a Savor of Life unto Life ! While Shame 
and Horror, Convulſion and Agony overwhelm 
the Soul that had ſhut it's Doors againſt Chriſt 
and his Salvation, Joy, everlaſting Joy, ſhall 
| be upon the Heads that have bow'd to the 
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Sceptre of his Grace and Government. God 


grant, that all of you that have ſo often had 


me coming to you with my Miniſtry of Re- 


conciliation, and have heard me woo and be- 
ſeech you to be reconciled unto God in Chriſt's 
Stead, may be found among theſe, and I have 
enough. Could I think it, you would be my 
Joy now, upon the Proſpect of your Felicity, 
and your being my Crown of Rejoicing at 
that Day. 1 5 


In the mean Time, let it be my affectionate 


and fervent Entreaty to walk as the Redeemed 


of the Lord. You have the beſt of Books in 
your Hand, a Set of the moſt excellent Rules, 


O that they may be by the Finger of the divine 


Spirit wrote upon the Tables of your Hearts, 


and be treated by you as a Light to your Feet 
and a Lamp to your Paths. Don't dare to 


turn away your Eye from this Light, but ſtea- 
dily adhere to it. May you be delivered into 
the Goſpel as the melted Metal into the Mould, 
and thus may your Hearts and Lives be a Re- 


' preſentation of it. In all your Behaviour let 
not your native Corruptions bias you to the 


Right Hand or the Left. Study not in your 


Walk the Pleaſure of the Fleſh, the Intereſt. of 


a carnal, dying Life, or the Way of the Mul- 


titude, or the Cenſure of the World, in a Way 
of Reproach or Applauſe ; but the Commands 
of your only Lord, the Advice of your beſt 
Friend, the Example of the moſt excelle 
Pattern, all tending to the ſtricteſt Purity, the 


nt 
moſt 


* 


5 1 13 
moſt perlebt Rectitude, the Honour of your 
5 God and Redeemer, the Credit of your Pro- 
feſſion, the Purity, Peace and everlaſting Sal- 


3 vation of your Souls. I only intreat, that your 
Conduct be agreeable to your Character, as 
ö created after the Image of God to ſhew forth his 
5 Glory with all your Powers; as thoſe wo are 


* 


redeemed by the eternal Son of God at an infinite 
Expence, from Hell, from Sin, from the World, 
that you may glorify him with your Bodies 
and Spirits. Live as ſanctiſied by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and as his Sacred Temples. Live as 
thoſe who are to be Teachers of others that will 
not learn by the Word, but may by your Con- 
verfation. Live as Strangers and Pilgrims on 
the Earth; as thoſe who are /eeking a Country, 
even a heavenly one. Live as thoſe who are not 
to live long, but as thoſe who know on a ſhort 
Life is ſuſpended an immeaſurable Eternity. 
Once more, live as thoſe who have indeed both 
a Body and Soul to take care of, but whoſe Souls 
are invaluably more precious than your dying Bo- 
dies ; and conſequently can ſoon determine 
_ an Inconſiſtency of Intereſts) which to 
refer. 
N To you, whom I have ſo often exhorted, 
would I again ſay, Be holy in all manner of Con- 
verſation. Holineſs is to run as a Golden 
Thread through every Part of Life. Carry 
your Religion along with you, whitherſoever 
you go. In all your Seaſons of Retirement 
for Cloſet Devotion, let it engage you to be 
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moſt ſpiritual, as worſhiping- him who. is a. 
Spirit, and who requires a Sacrifice from the 
hidden Man of the Heart. From your moſt. 
. Receſſes bring the ſame Conſecration.. 
of Heart, while you call your Families toge- 
ther. But reſt not here. Think not that you. 
may live as you liſt, when you have paid your 


Addreſſes to the moſt High in the Morning. 


You are to be in the Fear of the Lord all the: 
Day long, Your whole Lives are to be a Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe to the God of yaur, Lives. 
You are to walk up and down in the Name of 
of the Lord your God. You are to regulate. 


| your Meals, your Viſits, and all your ſecular. 


uſineſſes, by thoſe Commands which are ex- 
ceeding broad, and extend to every Thought, 
Word and Action. Juſtice and Charity are to. 
direct your Behaviour to your Fellow-Crea» 
tures. It is not enough to be temperate in the 
Uſe of God's Gifts, for the Reitreſhment of 
Nature, that all its Powers may be kept in 
proper Tune, but that you may be the better 
prepared ſor the Service of God and your Ge- 
neration. Defraud none, though you have ne- 
ver ſo fair an Opportunity, but keep a Con- 
ſcience. void of Offence, Look upon all round 
about you as Brethren ; Children of the ſame. 
Family, and, love them as ſuch ; be pitiful, to. 
the Afflicted, be courteous towards all. An 
inward Affection and genuine Benevolence will, 


dictate Affability, preſerve you from Morole- 


neſs, and make your. Converſation obliging 4 
an 


(24%) : 

and I; apprehend: there. is, as, much Difference. 
between a Bebayiour che this Frinciple tha- 
roughly operating, and: the affected Com plai · 
ſance from Art, whale, Malice may be in the 
Heart, as there is between the ſanguipe Couns.. 
tenanee ariſing from Health within, and Paint 
laid on. Though, I, awn, a, little; Elegance. | 
from. the Capreslatian of the. Palite, where it. 
can be had, is a very. agreeable. Addition to the 
2 252 L hoop of no Bock. ate in ſuch 
$20 0 Manners (in, the proper 
8 e Nash as; te Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt. . mortifying all the Sources of 
Quarrels, as Pride,. 1 IIlwill, Malice, 
Revenge, Sc. and, on the eber Hand, incul- 
cating and enſorcing the Law of Love, and 
engaging us to love aur Neighbour. as our- 
ſelves, will make. all our Converſation peace- 
able, gentle and kind. A Neighbqurhood of 
Wade thus under the Power of their Re- 
on, and exemplifying the various, Virtues, | 
of th the chene Life will. be fair ag, the. Moon, 
pecimen of the, New Jeruſalem come down 
— Heaven, the moſt ſtriking Repreſentation 
of the. celeſtial Society, and will baffle more 
effectually the Arguments againſt the Goſpel: 
than all = Efes of Philoſophical, Divinity 
without it; and. will be more terrible to the 
Cauſe of, Infidelity than an Army. with Banners. 
Some of you have been the conſtant, — 

of my Joy, — Lang will be my Crown 
Rejoicing, and I am now. to. tell you, that . 
: no 


| (22) 
now rejoice over you with Singing. Your 
Faces have ſhone in the holy Converſation 
which you have manifeſted, Having received 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, you have walked agree - 
ably, much to my Satisfaction. You have been 
the Light and the Salt of the Places you have 
been in. O my dear Brethren, I would quicken 
you in that Race, in which you have run ſo 
well; I would be a Helper alſo of your Joy; 
«I would point out to you the Crown laid up 
for you, and which will ſoon be put upon your 
Head. The Lord is with you, and may you 
find that he is ſo more and more. Tou have 
found him a good Maſter, and your Experi- 
ence is a conſtant Incentive to adhere cloſely to 
him. Stand faſt therefore in the Lord, my 
dearly beloved. May your Faith be greatly 
ſtrengthened ; may your Love flame out abun- 
dantly. May your Comforts ever bloſſom and 
never fade. Praiſe is peculiarly comely for 
+ much exerciſed in this celeſtial Work. 
Nay, do you ſhout for Joy, as all the Upright 
in Heart are exhorted and enconraged to do. 
Nay, rejoice in the Lord alway. Let nothing 
diſpirit you ! Never be induced by any of the 
Occurrences of Life, to hang your Harps upon 
the Willows. Although your Circumſtances, 
or thoſe of your Houſe, may not be as the 
Fleſh deſires, yet hath not the Lord made with 
you an everlaſting Covenant ? And ſhould not 
this ineſtimable Privilege in the Survey of it, 
operate this Way far beyond all the — 
Wt 0 


$4 (23) 
of the preſent Life, to diſcourage and damp 
your Spirits? Your View of God in all his in- 


finite Perfections as yours, through the Medi- 


ator, your lively Truſt in his faithful Promiſes, 
and your Proſpects of eternal Glory, ſhould, 
as Cordials, ever keep you from fainting, nay, 


perperually keep you exhilerated. If a Northern 
] 


aſt, or bechilling Dew, render the Vine and 


Figtree fruitleſs, a View of the Lord Jehovah, 


* 


. 
. 


* 


4 


— 
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as the God of your Salvation, ſhould make 
you Proof againſt all; and ever diffuſe a gene- 
rous Warmth, and ſpread a refreſhing Ardor 


through all your Vitals. Therefore again I 
ſay rejoice. Be till exemplary and more fo. 


Rather -abridge yourſelves of your Liberty in 
innocent things, than do any thing which ſhall 
prove a Snare to others. Even ſome of thoſe 
things which are lawful may not be expedient. 
Many Eyes are upon you (for you are as a 
City upon a Hill that cannot be hid) and too 
many may take Occaſion from imprudent Free- 
doms, either to ſpeak ill of God's Ways, or to 
Wer ES Liberties which are really cri- 
But are there not ſome among you, of and 
to whom I cannot ſpeak thus comfortably ? Ag 


it is with Reluctance that I now turn my Diſ- 


courſe to you, ſo I would to God there were 
no Occaſion ; I would do it only from the 


Duty and Love I ewe you. However, I have 


 fingled out ſome of you in my ſecret Retire- 


* 
a 


ments, when none has ſeen what paſs'd but 
God and my own Soul, to lameat your Caſe, 
| and 
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and ery for recovering Grace, I ſhan't pe 
Individuals to expoſe you; but rather ſpeak 
more generally, leaving it to the Lord and 
your own Conſciences to apply my Intimations. 
"Have you not Backflidden from God, and loſt 


= firſt Love? Pon't you remember the 


ime, and perhaps myſelf too, when if it had 
been intimated to you how far you might fall 
"afterwards, you would have anfwer'd with 
- Hnzazl, Is thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould 


do this Thing.” NMauſt not your Hearts tell 


you, that you have not liv'd up to the Vows you 
laid yourſelves under? Hath not the Fleſh got 
the Aſcendant either altogether or in many In- 
ſtances? Have not ſome of you the greateſt 
Reaſon to make a very ſerions Enquiry, 'whe- 
ther ydu Mere ever ſincere in the Profeſſion you 
took up, -and the Engagements you entered 
into? Hath your Converſation been as it be- 
* cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt? Nay, how far 
otherwiſe ? Muſt there not have been Depar- 


tures in Heart from the living God, when there 


have been fuch Signatures externally ? Have 
you not given your Souls ſevere Gaſhes, when 


uch Scars appear? Have you not grieved the 


Spirit of God, and the People of God ? And 
| = Occaſion to the Enemies of the Lord to 
blaſpheme? Have not the good Ways and the 
People of God been evil ſpoken of through 
you? I intteat you, that you will deal impar- 
"tially with yourſelves. Don't ſtifle Convic- 
tions; give Conſcience full Scope to bear it's 


Teſtimony. 
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Teſtimony: It will do it another Day y, If nor 
now, It Wil be a Kindneſs to vourſelves ta 
permit it to ſpeak with Freedom; ſince all 
things are naked and open before the 10 of 
ben with whom you ire to do, and al 
Conduct, with aff its Circumſtances, is 425 


fectly Ener to Filth, who feeth in ſecret, and 
| Whole Underſtanding is infinite: Pon't be ſly 


of opening all your Caſe before him; acknow-' 
lege your Tranſgrefſions freely, with all theif 
Aggravations, I know of no way of getting 
up Wounds healed; but by. petting them 
fer ched: br of having your Peace reſtored, 
but by enquiting into the Riſe of your Trop- 
ble, and of getting the Cauſe rectified. The 
Work 773 be painful, but you have made is 
neceſtary ; che ſooner - you begin the bettet, 
Dread 26. Plague of a hard Teart, and moſt 
< bo of being given ug to it in a judicial 
Lye at the divine Footltool, forrowing 
Mk a godly Sort, and cry there to him, wha 
car take 24 the Stone. Don't. leave this 


og ment, ll you find Matters arnentled ; þ 


have Recdurfe ts 4 4 Redeemer, the grea 
Peace maler, thrqu To Mok the Breach' Bat 
between your, bel E riend and you, may by 
healed : and if God ſhould orice more ſpeak 
Peace, dd you take double Cate no mo; 00 5 
returnꝭ to Folly.” 
Many of you. u to whon > titty lte afg * 
HouſeHoldets, my dying narge is, that you 


| walk befote your Families as Chriftian Houſe- 


D holders, 


| © OR Much is .incumbent upon you, on 
your. own Accounts — for the ſake of your 
Families, and for the Support of Religion in 
the World. Look upon your young ones as 
committed to your Care for both Worlds. | 
Think it not enough that you provide Food 
for your Dependants, and that you train them 
up to live in the World without being burthen- 
ſome to others, and with Credit to themſelves ; 
but ſurvey them as having immortal Souls, 
and thoſe immortal Jewels. entruſted to you. 
In our View of things, it depends much upon 
you, whether the Miniftry of the Word and 
other Ordinances,” diſpenſed by us in Public, 
ſhall. be ſucceſsful ; and I am perſuaded that 
one great and awful Reaſon that we Miniſters 
have ſuch Cauſe to complain, is, that ſo kttle 
is done at Home for young ones. Their 
Minds are as Fallow Ground unbroken, and 
thus when we ſow our Seed, it falls upon Souls 
as hard as the Rock, and does not. penetrate. 
Whereas had you opened their Minds by In- 
ſtruction, they would have been led to under- 
ſtand publick Preaching much better than they 
now do. Had they been taught the grand 
Principles of Religion, and been led into an 
> Acquaintance with a digeſted Syſtem of Goſ- 
pel Truths, they might ſoon have come to 
have known, what the Miniſter aims at in 
his Prayers and Sermons, and ſo have grown 
Proficients. But alas, as Matters now. are, 
we ſpeak Myſteries indeed; as in an unknown 
5 | Tongue, 
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Tongue, even though we labour to ſpeak 
plainly, and bring down our Diſcourſes to 
mean Capacities. Let me be therefore a dy- 
ing Advocate for thoſe who. can't ſpeak for 
themſelves. Set up catechizing in your Houles, 


where it has been to this Time omitted. Teach 


Children and Youth a Form of ſound Words, 
wherein the great things. of Chriſtianity are 
collected and ſet in order. You haye great 
Helps provided for you in this Way. What- 
ever Catechiſms . you begin with, crown all 
with the Aſemblys. Howmuch ſoever I value 
others, this ſeems to excel all, Again I ſay, 
others may be beſt to begin with, but this to. 
finiſh with. Don't miſtake me; I mean not. 


to exalt it, ſo as to make it a Rule; I know it 


was Cottipoſed by Men fallible and imperfect, 
and perhaps, as in all other Books, ſo in this, 
there may be. a few things which one would 
deſire to have expreſs'd otherwiſe ; but yet in 
Point of Goſpel-Truth, Judgment, Method, 


and Fulneſs of Matter, and all the Intenti- 


ons of 4 Catechiſm, I eſteem it the beſt ever 
compoſed ; and whoever will acquaint them- 
ſelves well with the Words, the Senſe, the Plan, 
and thoſe Scriptures which the various Anlwers 
are built upon, will not only have à Sufficiency 
of Knowledge for the great Ends of Chriſt- 
tanity, but are likely to be conſiderable Profi- 
cients.ih Underſtanding. I know much Pains 
have been taken to depreciate this little Book, 
and to wreſt this valuable Depoſitum from us. 

© DP 2 Some 
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Some would reviſe it, and othets entirely re- 
move it. Nay, ſome have gone fo far as to 
rail againſt all Catechiſms, ſo little acquaigted 
with human Nature they have been, and fo 
differently do they educate their Children in 
civil and- refgious things. But as Education 
neglected is ſending a Ship to Sea without 
Ballaſt, ſo theſe young ones afterwards will be apt 

to be like ſuch a Veſſel, at the Mercy of every 
Wind and Wave, and to be a Prey. to every 
one that ſhall lie in wait to deceive. But don | 

reſt here; while by- Inſtruction you ſet up 8 
Light in their Minds, endeavour to make it a 
ight to their Fett, and a, Lamp to their 

Paths. Inculcate the great things of Law an 
Goſpel upon their Hearts. Watch over them 
in all their Motions : Nip the firſt Biiddings, of 
Corruption. Know what Company they Bey 
and carefully preſerve them, or if entered, reſcue 
them from the Profane and Wicked, as you 
would their Bodies from a Peſthouſe in a Time 
of common Infection. Walk before them in 
the Ways of Religion, then are they likely to 
learn indeed, while every Part of your Conduct 
is inſtructive, edifying, animating. On the o- 
ther Hand, if your Converſation is wicked or 
vain, young ones (we may expect) will be no 
better. I believe many times it is the Top of 
their Ambition to be as good as their Parents; 
and at other times what their fooliſh corrupt 
Hearts take Refuge in, is, that ſure ſuch a 
Conduct is excuſable in them, ſince * by 
Ty OE TEEN * thoſs 


OO _AInXCovn" WW ErE YO WE way & er” Lb <Guf ES” "roy vb Sod by, 1 4 or Tm W443 O AO * 


{ 29.) 
thoſe of a ſuperior Chara&ter. By 1 5 


as bea ec the Return of Morning apd E- 


yening, lead them to the diyine Footſtodf. 
Pray for them, and teach them to pray. See 
that chey behave reyerently, and attend regu- 
larly. Think not your little Church full, if 
one be wanting. I can't forbear putting you 
in Remembrance of what the bleſſeg. God be- 
ſows a Momento upon, I mean, the fanctify- 
ing the Sabbath. This is a Branch of Religion | 
that enters far into all the reſt. It is owing to 


75 


our Puritan Fofefathers, that we have What 


* 4 


we have of it. They ſtruggled hard with 


Archbiſhop Lad, and his Paction, to keep 
up the Obſervation. of this Holy Day. Do 


r Teſtimony, do you jein your 


- 


you bear you 


Epdeavouny Jad with Care and Zeal labour 
'1 


bleſſed rivilege to the Genera- 


44 


to trapſmit t 
tions followin 


Lord's Day be employ d in every Part, in 
ublick and Private, to the great End of its 
eparation. At publick Ordinances have Chil- 

dren and Servants, as much as may be, under 

your Eye; and when you return Home, on 
| | them 


lo r 
them to an Account what they have remem- 
bered, and labour to rivet, to clench the Nail 
that has been drove. My Friends, don't think 
me tedious on this momentous Topick; our 


Churches, as Vineyards, depend upon your Fa- 


milies as Nurſeries. Now and then one is 
added to us- from a profane and ignorant Fa- 


mily, and we rejoice in ſuch an Acquiſition, 
that God can of Stones raiſe up Children unto 
Abraham; but for the moſt Part they are 
Children well educated that are to be Pillars in 
God's Temple, and bear up his Name and 
Cauſe in the World. - - 5 
I am ſoon to be gathered to my Fathers; 
when this Event ſhalt take Place, there are 
two things which I would now, as on my 
| feeble Knees, entreat you will be ſpecially 
mindful of, Walk in Love and ſteadily adhere 
to one another, as Members of the ſame Body. 
Take Care upon ſuch an Occaſion that nothing 
be done through Strife. and vain Glory. Be 
humble and condeſcending mutually. Sacri- 
fice every little thing to your Settlement in 4 
future Miniſter, as much as may be every way 
proper. Let Soundneſs in the Faith and true 
Holineſs, be the firſt things you look at; Em. 
belliſhments, as far as is conſiſtent with the 
former, are worthy your Regard.” That it 
may be ſo, be much in Prayer, and let ſocial 
Prayer, as a Church, be made uſe of. 'Be not 
o in a Hurry, as to preclude proper Conſul- 
tation among yourſelves, and with thoſe that 
You 


— 


. 
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you know are your Chriſtian Friends, and are 
eſtabliſhed in the Truth, and Perſons of judi-. 
cious and diſtinguiſhing Abilities. Be not fo 
flow, as to give Room for Faction or Parties 
to riſe up, or crafty Perſons to inſinuate them- 
ſelves among you from Abroad. If thus you 


| walk in Love, as Fellow-Members of one 


Body, under the Guidance of the ſame Head, 
if you all ſeriouſly ſtudy and -aim at the ſame 
thing, the Honour of God and the Advance- 
ment of his Kingdom, the Conſervation and 
Propagation of the glorious Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, the Edification of your own Souls in 
Righteouſneſs, of thoſe about you, and the 


Generations following, you may humbly hope 


the God of Love, of Grace and Peace will be 
with you. That it may be ſo, and the Re- 
deemer the Head of his Church may beautify 


his own Sanctuary, and make the Place of his 


Feet glorious among you, is the ardent Prayer 
of | | 
f My dear Friends, 


Your affefionate Servant in Chrift, 
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